
RELC 2360: Elements of Christian Thought

Fall 2017 | Tuesday and Thursday, 9:30-10:30am | Nau Hall 101
Professor: 

Dr. Paul Dafydd Jones

Office: 

South Lawn, Gibson S233 

Email:
 

pdj5c@virginia.edu
Telephone: 

(434) 982-2283

Office hours:

Wed 11am to noon, Thurs 11am to noon, and by appointment
Course Overview
This course considers the complex world of Christian thought by examining various perspectives on the nature of faith, the being and action of God, the identity of Jesus of Nazareth, the role of the Bible in theological reflection, and the relationship between Christian thought and social justice. Students will read various important works of Christian theology and become acquainted with a range of theological approaches and ideas. Authors considered include Anselm of Canterbury, John Calvin, Karl Barth, Elizabeth Johnson, Kelly Brown Douglas, and many others. The course is suitable for those seeking an academic introduction to Christian theology and those wishing to deepen their understanding of this religious tradition. No previous knowledge of Christian thought is required.
Requirements

(a) Attendance at lectures; participation in discussion sections.

(b) Timely completion of all reading assignments.

(c) Timely completion of all writing assignments: three response papers (2 pages each); a midterm paper of 5-6 pages (2 questions); a final paper of 10-11 pages (2 questions).

Papers
· The response papers require you to analyze one paragraph of an assigned text that you find interesting. One response paper must be written before the midterm paper. Each response paper must be written on a different text and theme (i.e., you may write only one paper on the Confessions; you may write only one paper on material assigned for the section on the Bible).
· In the middle and at the end of the semester you must write essays on assigned questions. The questions will be distributed at the end of September and at the end of November. You will have approximately a week and a half to complete these assignments.

· All papers and essays are “open book”; you may refer to the assigned texts, lecture notes, and discussion section notes when planning and writing. You are expected to do more than memorize facts and regurgitate claims from lectures. Push yourself to compose thoughtful and interpretatively precise responses to the questions.
· Failing to comply with deadlines is a bad idea. Your teaching assistants will mark down your essay papers by 5% each day past the due date. Extensions will only be granted in truly extraordinary circumstances.
· This class will fulfill the Second Writing Requirement if you (a) report the actual word count of each essay you submit (do so on the cover page of each essay) and (b) write a total of 4,000 or more words in your scheduled assignments for this class. No writing assignments beyond those required for the class are required, and you need not submit any paperwork.
Grading Distribution

Response papers 

= 15% of final grade

Midterm essays

= 30% of final grade

Final essays


= 40% of final grade

Participation


= 15% of final grade

Attendance at lectures and participation in discussion sections are integral to this course. If you skip class, your participation grade will suffer. If you absolutely must miss a lecture or a discussion section, you should inform your Teaching Assistant in advance.
A chart correlating percentage points and letter grades can be found on the Collab site: go to Resources/Essay Questions. 
Reading Materials

A small course-pack, which contains the Anselm text, can be purchased at N. K. Print and Design (7 Elliewood Ave; 434/296-9669). All other short readings are posted on Collab in PDF format; click on the “Resources” tab to access them. The following books are available for purchase at the U.Va. Bookstore (note: these readings are not available on Collab):
Augustine of Hippo, The Confessions (trans. Henry Chadwick, Oxford University Press)
Athanasius of Alexandria, On the Incarnation (trans. John Behr, St. Vladimir’s Seminary Press)
Kelly Brown Douglas, Stand Your Ground: Black Bodies and the Justice of God
Paul J. Griffiths, The Practice of Catholic Theology: A Modest Proposal
Elizabeth Johnson, She Who Is: The Mystery of God in Feminist Theological Discourse
Many texts are also on reserve at Clemons.

The order of reading is detailed below. Keep up with the readings; you will gain more from lectures and discussion sections if you do so.
The Honor Code

Students are expected to abide by the Honor Code in this class, as in all others. You must write out and sign the honor pledge on the cover sheet of each of your reflection papers and essays. Written work that I judge to have violated the honor code will automatically receive a failing grade and the student will be referred to the Honor Committee.

Students should be particularly scrupulous with respect to proper citation, lest doubts arise about academic honesty. The onus is on you to provide appropriate citations. “I didn’t realize that was wrong” is never an acceptable excuse. The use of materials that are not required reading and reliance on materials found on the Internet is strongly discouraged.
Class and community standards

I am dedicated to providing a safe and equitable learning environment in this class. Discrimination, intimidation, and violence is wrong and will not be tolerated. As a member of the Department of Religious Studies, I refer you to our collective statement regarding recent events, which is available here: http://religiousstudies.as.virginia.edu/content/open-letter-department-religious-studies-response-events-august-11th-and-12th-0
For additional resources, see:

http://www.virginia.edu/justreportit/ 

http://uvaemergency.virginia.edu/students
Office Hours

You’ll gain more from the course if you come and talk to me, and I encourage you to do so. If you cannot attend regular office hours, send me an email; we’ll set up an appointment to talk.

Reading Schedule
8/22:

Introduction
I: Faith
8/24: 

Augustine, Confessions, books I-II (pp. 3-34)

8/29:

Augustine, Confessions, books III-IV (pp. 35-71)

8/31:

Augustine, Confessions, books V-VII (pp. 72-132)

9/5:

Augustine, Confessions, books VIII-IX (pp. 133-178)
II: The Identity of Jesus Christ
9/7:

Athanasius, On the Incarnation, pp. 49-83
9/12:

Athanasius, On the Incarnation, pp. 84-110
9/14:
Nestorius, First Sermon Against the Theotokos; Cyril of Alexandria, Second Letter to Nestorius; Nestorius, Second Letter to Cyril; Cyril of Alexandria, Letter to John of Antioch; The Council of Chalcedon’s “Definition of the Faith,” in The Christological Controversy, pp. 123-145 and pp. 155-159
9/19:
Anselm, Cur Deus Homo, in Anselm: Basic Writings, pp. 237-289 (Don’t be troubled by the Latin title; you’ll be reading an English translation. This text is in your course-packet.)

9/21:

Anselm, Cur Deus Homo, pp. 290-326

9/26:
Delores Williams, “Black Women’s Surrogacy Experience and the Christian Notion of Redemption,” in After Patriarchy: Feminist Transformation of the World Religions, pp. 1-13 

J. Denny Weaver, “Violence in Christian Theology,” in Cross Examinations: Readings on the Meaning of the Cross Today, pp. 225-239
Martha Schull Gilliss, “Resurrecting the Atonement,” in Feminist and Womanist Essays in Reformed Dogmatics, pp. 125-138

III: The Identity of God
9/28:
Gregory of Nazianzus, “The First Theological Oration – Introductory” (Oration 27), and “The Second Theological Oration – God” (Oration 28), in Christology of the Later Fathers, pp. 128-159

10/3:

No class: Fall reading day



10/5:
Gregory of Nyssa/Basil the Great, “On the Difference between ousia and hypostasis” (letter 38), in Basil: Letters and Select Works (Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers, second series, vol. 8), pp. 306-312 
Gregory of Nyssa, “An Answer to Ablabius: That We Should Not Think of Saying There are Three Gods,” in Christology of the Later Fathers, pp. 256-267


Kallistos Ware, “God as Trinity,” in The Orthodox Way, pp. 33-53 (chapter 2)

** 10/5: Midterm essays due at the beginning of class. No email submissions. **
10/10:

Augustine, The Trinity, pp. 270-285 and 421-444
10/12:
Thomas Aquinas, Summa Theologiae 1.13 (Part One, Question Thirteen), in Summa Theologiae, Questions about God, pp. 138-166
10/17:

Karl Barth, Dogmatics in Outline, pp. 35-45, 65-71, and 137-140
Leonardo Boff, “The Trinity,” in Mysterium Liberationis: Fundamental Concepts of Liberation Theology, pp. 389-404
10/19:

Elizabeth A. Johnson, She Who Is, pp. 3-41
10/24:

Elizabeth A. Johnson, She Who Is, pp. 121-187
10/26:

Elizabeth A. Johnson, She Who Is, pp. 224-245
IV: The Bible
10/31:

John Calvin, Institutes of the Christian Religion, pp. 69-81 and 93-96

Martin Luther, “A brief instruction on what to look for and expect in the Gospels,” and “Preface to the New Testament,” in Martin Luther’s Basic Theological Writings, pp. 104-117
11/2:
Rudolf Bultmann, “New Testament and Mythology: The Problem of Demythologizing the New Testament Proclamation,” in New Testament and Mythology, pp. 1-43
11/7:
Karl Barth, “The New World in the Bible,” in The Word of God and Theology, pp. 15-29


Karl Barth, The Epistle to the Romans, pp. 27-42

11/9:
Elisabeth Schüssler Fiorenza, “Charting the Field of Feminist Biblical Interpretation,” in But She Said: Feminist Practices of Biblical Interpretation, pp. 20-50

John Webster, Holy Scripture: A Dogmatic Sketch, pp. 5-41

V: Contemporary Theology 

11/14:
Paul J. Griffiths, The Practice of Catholic Theology, pp. 1-54
11/16:
Paul J. Griffiths, The Practice of Catholic Theology, pp. 54-134
11/21+23
No class: Thanksgiving break
Start reading Kelly Brown Douglas text
11/28:
Kelly Brown Douglas, Stand Your Ground, pp. vii-xv and 1-134
11/30:
Kelly Brown Douglas, Stand Your Ground, pp. 137-232
12/5:

Wrap-up
** 12/5: Final essay due at the beginning of class. No email submissions. **
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